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P E R F O R M A N C E   N O T E S 
 

Bow Position 
 

 mst - further onto the fingerboard; 
 st - normal sul tasto 

 n - normal 
 sp  - normal sul ponticello 
 msp  - as close to the bridge without touching. Harmonics  
 otb  - on the bridge; there should be no audible pitch. This marking indicates a gesture of white noise. Avoid 

scratchy texture or high harmonic sounds by using a fast bow and dampening the string when indicated 
with    

 
Arrows and Lines 

 
 gradual transition; a smooth transition between on the bridge and on the string playing 
 
   
 
 

Note Heads and Stems 
 

air-sounds; these are exclusively used with otb to indicate string position and duration. Pitch should not be                                
           present. This should produce white noise. 
 
tremolo; see tremolo bracket for performance instructions.  

f o r   s o l o   c e l l o 
d e l i c a t e   f i g u r e s  



 
 

Tremolo 
   
 harmonic tremolo; emphasis should be placed on the sounding harmonic. 
 
  
 tremolo speed bracket; the line indicates how fast (f) or slow (s) the tremolo should be. 
  

 
Barlines 

   
Barlines are placed throughout the score to mark section ideas and themes.  

These barlines are not to be used as breaking points unless accompanied by an eighth rest at the end.  
 

 
Spatial Notation and Performance 

   
Notation spacing represents the relative duration of gestures and performance speed.  

Further distance represents longer gestures, while close distance represents quicker gestures. 
 

Very rarely should gestures move harshly from one to the next – smooth transitions are preferred.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
P R O G R A M   N O T E 

 
 

Delicate Figures, for solo cello, is a three-movement work that explores movement in 
fragile and unstable sonorities and how gesture itself becomes thematic. The inspiration for the 
piece comes from my ongoing interest in light phenomena and how it engages with the world. 
This movement, intricate choreography, focuses on the Aureole, or Sun “Glory,” a series of colored 
light rings that surround the shadow of an image that appear when tiny water droplets from mist 
or clouds are present. A focus on hovering and resonance are utilized throughout the 
composition; searching for ways to exist around, adjacent, and outside of.  
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